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Understanding Romania 

A portrait of Romania 

Describing Romania in just few pages represented a real challenge for me, 

because I love this country, my country…and there are so many things to describe, 

to learn… The few content items presented still contribute to my desire to help those 

who look for new teaching methods based on non-formal education. At the same 

time, I want people to be helped in better understanding this country and in learning 

the Romanian language and in the end, see Romania as as their new home and the 

Romanian people as their new family… 

The 4 chapters can be found here: 

History of Romania             3 

Institutions of Romania   11 

Democracy in Romania   19 

Living in Romania                        25 

 

All the best! 

Laura Turcu 

Reșița, March 2018 

The project partners were: 

- Poleski Osrodek Sztuki, Poland 

- Hamburger Volkshochschule, Germany 

- Nevo Parudimos, Romania 

- EU Warehouse, Belgium 

- Sprachendienst Konstanz, Germany 

- Bulgarian Development Agency, Bulgaria 

- Die Wiener Volkshochschulen, Austria coordinating the project 
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History of Romania 

Alexandru Ioan Cuza’s election as ruler of the Moldavia Principality and 

Wallachia was considered the starting point for the Romanian unitary national state, 

this moment being registered by the Romanian history as “the Small Unification”. 

Thus, a modern Romania was born, a constitutional monarchy which followed the 

tendencies of European principalities, by changing organization forms in order to 

keep “a trend”. 

The first Romanian Government was created on the 22nd of January 1862 

and later the first Romanian Parliament, establishing the territory capital in 

Bucharest. In 1864, Cuza corroborated the Romanian Parliament to the dispositions 

and the developing statute of the Paris Convention, signed in 1858, thus forming the 

two parliament Chambers: The Senate and the Chamber of Deputies. 

Romania needed an honest king and the Royal House Hohenzollern of 

Sigmaringen decided to offer one by sending Carol of Hohenzollern, who committed  

to ruling over the entire territory and building a powerful stated, with economic, 

military and cultural support. Thus, in 1866 he was invested the King of Romania, 

receiving the name of King Carol I of Romania. 

Until the First World War, King Carol I put an accent on industrial 

development, on the systematization of institutions and on building an army. The 

year 1914, when the 1st World War started, found a crisis between the Royal House 

and the Council of Ministers, the king’s only ally being Nicolae Titulescu, who also 

sustained Romanian neutrality. 

The transition period from Monarchy to Democracy 

The interwar period was characterized by an uncontrolled expansion of 

centralism in the sphere of political governance and a propagation in the geometric 

expression of theories with ethno-nationalist and racial accents. For the Bucharest 

governments who wanted to imprint a collective identity with nationalist accents to 

the public life, the pluri-cultural and multilingual space of Transylvania, Banat, or 

Bukovina represented an out of control factor, which caused them insecurity, even 

fear. 
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King Carol died in 1914, after ruling for a period of 48 years, being followed 

on the throne by his brother Ferdinand I in 1916. He was officially invested in 1921. 

The Council of Ministers took advantage of King’s Carol I disappearance and joined 

the Army, entering the war with an old and outdated military technique and as a 

result suffering great loss. Romania gains new territories at the North of Bulgaria (the 

Quadrilateral – formed by the countries Caliacra and Silistra), Bessarabia, the North 

of Bukovina and Transylvania. The Great Union is thus realized in 1918, under the 

ruling of Ferdinand I. 

In 1927, King Ferdinand I died a sudden death, leaving his son on the throne, 

Carol the Second, the heir of the crown. He refuses the throne; thus, his son is 

named king; aged only six, Mihai (Michael) becomes the youngest suzerain of the 

country. In 1930 Carol comes back to regain the throne from his son. He is invested 

King of Romania and receives the support of the political class and of the church. 

During the 1930’s he erases the constitution, thus strongly militarizing the political 

class, reforming the army and the justice, so that until the end of this period, an 

authoritarian regime is instated.  

Carol II abdicated on the 6th of September 1940, leaving again his throne to 

his son, Mihai. In 1940, after the start of the Second World War, Romania is ruled by 

a much too young and inexperienced king, thus the military mission was entrusted to 

Ion Antonescu, who became Marshal Antonescu, supreme leader of the Romanian 

Army. 

Anti-Semitism / Shoah  

The purpose of Nazism was no more, no less, than the extermination of all 

Jews in Europe. They were followed by Gypsies, and later by non-Protestant and 

Catholic Sects. Under these circumstances, the mere survival of Jews was a form of 

resistance. In Romania, this resistance was relatively high. Emphasis has been 

placed on two aspects: the creation of pressure circles against the government in 

order to stop anti-Semitic measures and to raise funds to help Jewish communities, 

the goods of which were confiscated. Thus, an important percentage of the Jewish 

community in Romania managed to survive and immigrate to Palestine. 
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By the end of the war, the Romanian state had killed or deported more than 

half of the Jewish population (220.000) from territories found under its jurisdiction. It 

was a deliberate policy.  

After the Vienna Dictate from July 1940, Romania loses a third of its territory 

and a quarter of its population, entering the war in order to defend and recollect lost 

territories. The Secret Pact Ribbentrop-Molotov was breached by Hitler through the 

Barbarossa operation, which was communicated to Marshal Antonescu by Hitler. 

This situation put Romania on guard, preparing an assault on the East fields, as a 

support for Germany. 

Internal pressure on King Mihai and the insistence of Soviet diplomats lead to 

the Great Military Insurrection against the Nazi on the 23rd of August 1944. Marshal 

Antonescu is demitted by the king, arrested and surrendered to the communists.  

Regardless all these, at the negotiation table, he is considered defeated and 

loses Bessarabia, North Bucovina and the Quadrilater. In addition, Romania is forced 

to pay war damage to the Soviet Union and to accept proposals made by the 

Russian prime minister. King Mihai I of Romania is forced to abdicate on the 31st of 

December 1947, being blackmailed with the killing of 2000 students.  

Thus, the Communist regime took over Romania, all institutions belonging to 

the royal house were dissolved, even the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate, the 

Parliament being kept with a strictly decorator role. Even if the Romanian Communist 

Party was secretly established, under an illegal form, by falsifying its ascension in 

surveys, it managed to increase in numbers and popularity, through false and 

abusive propaganda.                         

The year 1948 is characterized by a multitude of events that would 

consolidate the position of the new party by force, after the first constitution of the 

Romania People’s Republic is adopted.  

In 1965 The Romanian People’s Republic begun a series of structural 

changes, by keeping the Marxist-Leninist ideology. In general, Ceaușescu continued 

the communist policies of his predecessors, but with the difference that he started his 

ruling with a slowly distant attitude from Moscow.  
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A forced industrialization of Romania is started, an economic measure based 

first of all on a cooperation with Asian and North-African countries. During the 

beginning of the 1980’s Ceaușescu institutes a new packet of austerity measures in 

order to cover the load, which created the Romanian great crisis. Protests were 

started, culminating with movements in Timisoara, in December 1989, when the 

Romanian Revolution started. 

Revolutionaries’ main ally was the public television, which informed the 

population on real events. Romanian Revolution was thus transformed into the first 

people’s televised movement in history. During ad-hoc gatherings all type of people 

participated, from culture and political members to simple citizens, their main 

preoccupation being the institution of a new legislative frame for the Ceausescu 

family judgement and their conviction. A military court is formed, without a legislative 

trial, which condemns to death and even kills the Ceaușescu husbands on December 

25, 1989 

A connection to Europe: EU-membership  

Europe: Peace project versus Nationalism 

The sincere ideas of Andrei Pleşu, 

one of the most prestigious Romanian 

intellectuals, before and after 1989, worth 

being mentioned: “Many of the 

autochthonous transition difficulties result 

from – in the absence of a richer brother in 

the West- the incapacity of our intellectual to 

anticipate and prepare change even from the 

time of the dictatorship”.                                     

The execution of the Ceaușescu husbands and the falling of Romanian 

communism is part of a larger plan, conceived at a European level, to remove the 

Iron Curtain. During the same period, the communist regime is removed from all 

European countries, Romania being the only country that passed through a bloody 

revolution. Yugoslavia and the USSR divided into Federal Republics in 1991, 

Czechoslovakia divided into the Czech Republic and Slovakia, and the Berlin Wall 
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also fell on 1989, thus uniting the Democratic Republic with the Federal Republic of 

Germany.  

Religion and political parties  

After 1989, Christian-democratic groups appeared at the centre of the 

Romanian political scene. Based on the tradition of agrarian parties from the first half 

of the 20th century, the National Peasantry Party combined the tradition of its 

founding inter-war members with the centrist Christian-democratic doctrine.  

The appearance and development of extremist political parties is one of 

those symptoms. After 1990, on the country’s political scene the Greater Romanian 

Party (PRM) appeared. This is an organization of national-communist orientation. At 

the general elections of 2004, the PRM landed on the third place in Parliament 

according to the number of votes, but as of today is no longer in Parliament. 

Until the year 1996, an economic regression is registered; the great 

communist project remaining without finality, being abandoned or demolished, trying 

to modernize the huge industrial factories leads to even more budget deficits. 

In 1997 series of strikes held by the Valea Jiu miners take place, being 

dissatisfied with standard of living, which culminated in Bucharest large movements 

called “mineriade”, when thousands of miners invaded the capital city destroying 

everything in their path.  

In 2004 Romania becomes a full OTAN member and signs the contract to 

pre-adhere the European Union. The effective adhesion to the EU took place at 

01.01.2007, after 01.01.2006 when the Schengen visa is eliminated for Romanians 

who want to travel in the community space.  

In 2014 elections are won by Klaus Iohannis from PNL, after a new 

controversial episode which took into first plan the people outside the country. The 

Ponta Government resigned in 2015, a year before parliamentary elections, leaving 

free space for technocrats’ lead Dacian Cioloș.  

Elections in 2016 are again won by PSD. The president of this political party, 

Liviu Dragnea cannot be proposed as prime minister due to judicial convictions, and 

the following proposal Sorin Grindeanu is accepted and a new Government is 
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formed. The first measures established for 2017, bring people back in the street, 

daily protests in large towns taking place, culminating on the date of 05.02.2017 

when over 600.000 people came out their home to protest in peace against 

Government measures. 

Sources:  https://istoriaromaniei.wordpress.com/2007/08/20/vlad-tepes/ 

  https://www.world-archaeology.com/features/oase-cavethe-discovery-of-europes-oldest-modern-

humans.htm 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RR-IDa2__OU 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LvsJlGJ5Go 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09hyBagySgI 

https://istoriaromaniei.wordpress.com/2007/08/20/vlad-tepes/
https://www.world-archaeology.com/features/oase-cavethe-discovery-of-europes-oldest-modern-humans.htm
https://www.world-archaeology.com/features/oase-cavethe-discovery-of-europes-oldest-modern-humans.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RR-IDa2__OU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6LvsJlGJ5Go
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09hyBagySgI


 

9 
 

Teaching the content: 

Aim–To learn about the History of Romania 

Steps Content Method/Tools 
Learning 

Outcomes 
Required time Annexes 

1 History of Romania 
understood by all 
 
 

Simple: Put in key words the history as understood. 
Create groups of 2 and discuss those key words. Make a 
common text involving all words. 
Medium: Read one milestone (e.g. Romania and the 
Anti-Semitism), look for words unknown in dictionary, 
write them with translation, and explain content of 
milestone to one other person in or outside your course. 
Advanced: Read the text, mark the milestones, and 
make small theatre play with some of the mile stones, 
together with others. 

Understanding of 
Romanian History 
in general.  

2 hours Understanding Romania 
Manual,  

 
Internet, 

 
History books for foreigners who 
apply for citizenship. 

2 The map of 
Romania today and 
before World War I; 
give a comparison. 
Understand the 
impact of the WW 
for Romania as a 
Republic/Country 

Simple: Draw the map of Romania as it was before and 
draw the map of Romania as it is today. See the 
differences. 
Medium: In groups of 4, create a statue representative 
for the changes suffered after the war, using information 
from the text above. Afterwards discuss the position took 
and why you did it like that.  
Advanced: Read about the fronts Romania choose for 
both WW and create a small essay about the changes 
occurred. 

Understanding 
the impact of WW 
regarding 
Romanian’s ex 
territories and 
development as 
Republic.  
 

2 hours (Historical) atlas; 
 
Internet 
 
Understanding Romania 
Manual,  
 

3 Discover famous 
Romanians and their 
importance in 
building the history.  

Simple: Choose and read about a famous Romanian 
along the history in your own language and explain what 
you found.  Compare to the information from the booklet. 
Medium: BINGO: quiz with different questions regarding 
famous Romanians. In groups of 3, the questions will be 
addressed and when one group has a line full with 
answers it shouts BINGO. After evaluating the answers, 
the teacher goes to next questions for filling next line. In 
the end the winners get small souvenirs with Romania. 
Advanced: Compare Vlad Tepes to Ion Antonescu and 
Nicolae Ceausescu. Explain similarities and differences.  

Understanding of 
different 
personalities in 
the history of 
Romania 

1 hour Understanding Romania 
Manual,  
 
Internet 
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Steps Content Method/Tools 
Learning 

Outcomes 
Required time Annexes 

4.  Romania and 
EU/Romania and 
OTAN 

Medium/Advanced: World Café method: Prepare 4 
tables with flipchart papers on top and markers. Each  
table should have a specific topic like: Romania and the 
benefits of entering EU – on the other hand Romania 
without EU; Same as for OTAN. Each table should be 
visited by all students except one which will stay at that 
table and make a resume of the previous discussions 
after the groups change. At the end, the teacher writes 
on the board plus and cons for entering OTAN and EU.  
Simple:  Students read the text together with the 
teacher, the teacher clarifies the unknown words and the 
students have to answer the following questions: Why 
Romania joined EU?  How did Romania enter OTAN? 
Afterwards all students bring the information understood 
and the teacher will facilitate discussions.  

Understanding 
why Romania 
joined OTAN and 
EU and how did it 
changed the 
country.  

1-2 hours Internet 
 
Integration in EU (Romanian 
High School course/book)  
 
 

http://www.theworldcafe.com/ke
y-concepts-resources/world-
cafe-method/  

5.  Romania and the 
Revolution in ‘89 

Simple/Medium:  Students read the text together with 
the teacher. The teacher provides several materials to 
read related to the revolution, in a simplified way. They 
are asked to write down the words they don’t understand 
to later be clarified.  
Afterwards, the teacher will facilitate discussions about 
what they understood happened and clarify the things 
they don’t understand.  
Advanced: Students will watch a selection of 
documentaries related to the revolution.  Afterwards the 
teacher makes groups of 3 students and coordinate a 
debate about what they would have done different and 
on where mistakes were made.  

Understand what 
lead to the 
Revolution and 
what were the 
changes 
afterwards 

1.5 hours  
 

Internet 

https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rev
olu%C8%9Bia_Rom%C3%A2n
%C4%83_din_1989  

https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolu%C8%9Bia_Rom%C3%A2n%C4%83_din_1989
https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolu%C8%9Bia_Rom%C3%A2n%C4%83_din_1989
https://ro.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revolu%C8%9Bia_Rom%C3%A2n%C4%83_din_1989
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Institutions of Romania 

In Romania, public institutions have an important role inside the state, 

because the state fulfils its functions with their help. In addition, all economic 

processes, inside market economy and other types of economies are influenced by 

the state through the public sector. Public institutions thus practically influence all 

domains of economic and social life.  

Presidency 

The President of Romania is the head of 

state of Romania. The President is directly 

elected through a two-round system for a five-

year term (starting with the year 2004, after the 

Constitution was modified in 2003). An individual 

may serve two terms. During his/her term in 

office, the President may not be a member of 

any political party.               

 The office of the President was created 

in 1974, when Communist leader Nicolae Ceaușescu elevated the presidency of the 

State Council to a full-fledged executive presidency. It gradually took its current form 

in stages after the Romanian Revolution, culminating with the adoption of Romania's 

current constitution in 1991. 

The current President of Romania is Klaus Iohannis, who was elected on the 

21st December 2014. 

The prerogatives of the President of Romania are set out in Title II, Chapter 

III of the Constitution.  

An incumbent President who severely violates the Constitution may be 

suspended by the Parliament in joint session. If the suspension motion passes, there 

is a call for a referendum of impeachment within no more than 30 days from the 

suspension.  

If the Senate and Chamber of Deputies, in joint session, accuse the 

President of high treason, the President is suspended from powers and duties by 

Klaus Iohannis, președintele României © 

Source:http://www.presidency.ro/files/photo_gallery/

original_declaratie_de_presa_-

_2_noiembrie_2017_3.jpg 
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right. The accusations are judged by the High Court of Cassation and Justice. The 

incumbent President is dismissed by right if found guilty of high treason. 

The Parliament 

The Parliament of Romania (Romanian: 

Parlamentul României) represents the 

assembly responsible for the national 

legislature, consisting of the Chamber of 

Deputies (Camera Deputaților), and the 

Senate (Senat), the activity of which is 

conducted inside the Palace of the 

Parliament in Bucharest.                                                                        

Prior to the modification of the Constitution in 2003, the two houses had 

identical attributes. A text of a law had to be approved by both houses. If the text 

differed, a special commission (comisie de mediere) was formed by deputies and 

senators that “negotiated” between the two houses the form of the future law. The 

report of this commission had to be approved in a joint session of the Parliament.  

After the 2003 referendum, a law still has to be approved by both houses, but 

each house has designated matters it gets to deliberate before the other, in capacity 

of “deciding chamber” (Romanian: cameră decizională). If that first chamber adopts a 

law proposal (relating to its competences), it is passed on to the other one, which can 

approve or reject. If it makes amendments, the bill is sent back to the deciding 

chamber, the decision of which is final. 

The Government 

The Government of Romania forms one half of the executive branch of the 

government of Romania (the other half being the office of the President of Romania). 

It is headed by the Prime Minister of Romania, and consists of the ministries, various 

subordinated institutions and agencies, and the 42 prefectures. The seat of the 

Romanian Government is at Victoria Palace in Bucharest.  

The Government is the public authority of executive power that functions on 

the basis of the vote of confidence granted by Parliament, ensuring the achievement 
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of the country's domestic and foreign policy and that exercises the general leadership 

of public administration.  

The Government approves strategies, policies and public administration 

programs, these being methods of accomplishing goals stipulated in the Government 

Program, as well as methods of satisfying competences of the institution as a public 

authority within the executive power, its role being that of ensuring the balanced 

functioning and development of the national economic and social system, along with 

its connection to the global economic system while promoting the national interests of 

Romania. The Government answers exclusively to the Parliament, both 

through compulsory information of Parliament and through questions, interpellations 

and inquiry committees. 

The current government is led by Mihai Tudose. A member of the Social 

Democratic Party, he was nominated by the leader of the party, Liviu Dragnea, on 26 

June 2017 to become the next Prime Minister of Romania. President Klaus Iohannis 

officially appointed him Prime Minister-

designate. He was nominated after the ruling 

Social Democrat Party (PSD) removed its own 

government following an internal power row 

and removed Sorin Grindeanu as Prime 

Minister. 

After these events, once again under 

the pressure of SDP leader Liviu Dragnea, the Prime Minister Mihai Tudose 

resigned, at the beginning of 2018. In his place is proposed as Prime Minister 

Dăncilă Viorica Vasilica wich was previously a MEP. She is also currently at the head 

of the Government. 

The Judicial System 

The judiciary of Romania is organized as a hierarchical system of courts, 

with a civil law system. Provisions regarding its structure and organization are found 

in the Constitution and Law no. 304/2004 on judicial organization. 

The civil courts are organized as follows: 
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• High Court of Cassation and Justice (Înalta Curte de Casaţie şi Justiţie) 

• 15 Courts of Appeal (curţi de apel) 

• 41 county courts and the Bucharest Municipal Court (tribunale) 

• 188 Local courts (judecătorii). 

Each court is run by a court president, who is responsible for its management 

and public relations. Within most courts there are specialized sections or panels 

for civil and criminal cases, as well as other areas of the law. 

A number of specialized courts (tribunale specializate) also exist, such as the 

Argeș Commercial Court and the Braşov Family Court. The Constitutional Court of 

Romania acts as an independent constitutional jurisdiction and is not part of the 

ordinary court system.  

The military court system is organized into three tribunals, the Territorial 

Military Tribunal and the Military Court of Appeal. The judiciary of Romania is 

organized as a hierarchical system of courts, with a civil law system. Provisions 

regarding its structure and organization are found in the Constitution and Law no. 

304/2004 on judicial organization. 

The educational system 

Kindergarten – Children start to attend kindergarten as early as three years 

old and can stay until they are six or seven. Unlike public kindergartens, many private 

kindergartens offer special programs such as foreign languages (especially English, 

French or German), sports, and dance programs. Children need to attend one year of 

kindergarten before entering public 

schooling.  

Elementary and Secondary 

School – Education in Romania is 

compulsory until the age of 16. In practice, 

given that most Romanians start school at 

the age of 6, the first ten years have been 

made compulsory by the ministry. Aside from the official schooling system, and the 

recently-added private equivalents, there also exists a semi-legal, informal, fully-

private tutoring system.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_law_(area)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Criminal_law
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_Court_of_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_Court_of_Romania
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High school – This is the final step before enrolling to university. During high 

school, pupils choose a specialty: arts (philology, foreign languages), science 

(mathematics, informatics, and physics), military college, economic college or 

professional school. 

University – The admission process differs between universities and there is 

not synchronized system. Most universities will give an „admission exam” in a high-

school subject that corresponds best to the training offered by the university. The 

universities are developing their program and structure according to Bologna System, 

which means three years’ length for most of university majors followed by another 

two years for master’s degree and three years for the doctorate degree (Ph.D.). 

Master and Doctorate studies – This is developing mostly in public 

universities. There are also international exchange programs available during 

university. 

The Social System in Romania  

The main actor in the Romanian social system is the Ministry of Labour, 

Family and Social Protection, which was created in 1920, after World War I. The 

purpose of the ministry was to reorganize the social classes and provide aid for the 

poor in the Kingdom of Romania. The system worked even during World War II, as 

the King of Romania himself encouraged the concept of social welfare.  

After the war ended and the Communist regime came to power, Romania 

became a socialist state, and therefore social welfare became widespread.  

In 1990, after the fall of the communist regime, the whole system was 

reformed. It was divided into multiple categories, and the concept of generalized 

social welfare was reduced.  

The law 292/2011 of social work in Romania, provides the legal frame of 

organizing, functioning and financing of the national social assistance.  

Social classes and incomes: 

Over 80% of the poorest Romanians’ income comes from self-employment 

and social assistance benefits, according to the 2014-2015 Global Wage Report, 

made by the International Labour Organisation. The main sources of income for poor 

Romanians are the salary – 40% of the total income, self-employment – 23-25% and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_classes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanian_Revolution_of_1989
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pensions – less than 20%. For Romania’s lower middle class, the income comes 

from salaries – 58% of the total, and pensions – some 20%, while the upper middle 

class’ income mainly comes from salaries – around 73%, the rest being generated by 

pensions. Rich and very rich Romanians mainly live from salaries – 80% of the total 

household income.  

 

Sources: http://www.cdep.ro/  
  https://www.senat.ro/ 

  http://www.politicaromaneasca.ro/PoliticaRomaneasca/Institutii_Publice-3 

  https://www.ccr.ro/ 

  http://www.presidency.ro/ 

  http://www.dreptonline.ro/en_resourses/en_judicial_system_romania.php  

  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welfare_in_Romania  

  https://www.romania-insider.com/romanians-income-depending-on-social-class/  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdep.ro%2Fpls%2Fdic%2Fsite.home%3Fidl%3D1&h=ATNnnYSLyCipLUKJ7UTK3S2IxpvhEo9hEyOz9dDJdVpQ43yDCIpaSSjOMxOgFMrQO0IOaq2LyOpgidnsXYbb7nFKD3vY4OFI0SGpq0b6ywxKHmp8kWX4ZI19dIg9DOWO05dVZKrsX1Zjwg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.senat.ro%2F&h=ATNnnYSLyCipLUKJ7UTK3S2IxpvhEo9hEyOz9dDJdVpQ43yDCIpaSSjOMxOgFMrQO0IOaq2LyOpgidnsXYbb7nFKD3vY4OFI0SGpq0b6ywxKHmp8kWX4ZI19dIg9DOWO05dVZKrsX1Zjwg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.politicaromaneasca.ro%2FPoliticaRomaneasca%2FInstitutii_Publice-3&h=ATNnnYSLyCipLUKJ7UTK3S2IxpvhEo9hEyOz9dDJdVpQ43yDCIpaSSjOMxOgFMrQO0IOaq2LyOpgidnsXYbb7nFKD3vY4OFI0SGpq0b6ywxKHmp8kWX4ZI19dIg9DOWO05dVZKrsX1Zjwg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccr.ro%2F&h=ATNnnYSLyCipLUKJ7UTK3S2IxpvhEo9hEyOz9dDJdVpQ43yDCIpaSSjOMxOgFMrQO0IOaq2LyOpgidnsXYbb7nFKD3vY4OFI0SGpq0b6ywxKHmp8kWX4ZI19dIg9DOWO05dVZKrsX1Zjwg
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.presidency.ro%2F&h=ATNnnYSLyCipLUKJ7UTK3S2IxpvhEo9hEyOz9dDJdVpQ43yDCIpaSSjOMxOgFMrQO0IOaq2LyOpgidnsXYbb7nFKD3vY4OFI0SGpq0b6ywxKHmp8kWX4ZI19dIg9DOWO05dVZKrsX1Zjwg
http://www.dreptonline.ro/en_resourses/en_judicial_system_romania.php
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Welfare_in_Romania
https://www.romania-insider.com/romanians-income-depending-on-social-class/
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Aim: The aim is for the participants to understand how Romania works on different fields. 

Steps Content Methods/Tools Learning Outcomes 
Required 

time 
Annexes 

1. Discover facts 
about the 
buildings which 
represents 
some 
institutions.  

Simple: Exercise: Find out what makes the Parliament of Romania 
worldwide. Write it on a paper for yourself and wait for everyone to 
finish. In the end compare the answers received from all. In the end the 
teacher presents the history of the Parliament and how come it end up 
being so famous and unique in the world.  
Medium: Exercise: Research why the Parliament is called “Palace of 
the People” and write a 5 sentences essay about this.  Discover facts 
about the building of the Government. What are its specifics? After 
writing the answers, search a partner and compare answers. Make a list 
with common points and with differences.  
Advanced: Exercise: Read the text, search all institutions online and 
create a map to position them. Try to use recycled materials to create 
the buildings on the map. Make connections between them using only 
key words. Participants are encouraged to use their creativity and all 
resources around.  

Understand the 
uniqueness of some 
buildings, understand the 
differences between 
them. 

1 hour Internet 

Understanding 
Romania Manual 

2. The President 
and the 
Presidency of 
Romania 

Simple:  Exercise: Ask people around why Klaus Iohannis won the 
elections in November 2014. What exactly happened and who had the 
most important influence. Take small interviews to people on the street. 
Explain how your president won the elections in your country. 
Encourage the use of simple words.  
Medium: Participants create a portrait of the perfect president (skills, 
attitudes, knowledge), after the specifics of these 3 aspects are 
explained. Each participant writes from his/her point of view. Afterwards, 
participants are asked compare their notes to Klaus Iohannis and 
present their works to the colleagues.  
Advanced: World Café: Presidents from our countries. We create as 
many tables as the participating countries (but no more than 5-6) and 
we use the world café method to understand the influence of each 
president in each country.  

Understand different 
types of presidents and 
understands the skills 
and attitudes required to 
be a president  

½ hour Internet 

http://www.theworl
dcafe.com/key-
concepts-
resources/world-
cafe-method/ 

 

http://www.theworldcafe.com/key-concepts-resources/world-cafe-method/
http://www.theworldcafe.com/key-concepts-resources/world-cafe-method/
http://www.theworldcafe.com/key-concepts-resources/world-cafe-method/
http://www.theworldcafe.com/key-concepts-resources/world-cafe-method/
http://www.theworldcafe.com/key-concepts-resources/world-cafe-method/
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Steps Content Methods/Tools Learning Outcomes 
Required 

time 
Annexes 

3.  The 
Government of 
Romania 

Simple:  Read the text. Give a definition of the Government as you 
understood it in maximum 2 sentences.  Do the same for the 
Constitutional Court of Romania. 
Medium: Exercise: Search the latest news about the Romanian 
Government and discuss it in groups of 4. Take out the most repetitive 
news and discuss why you think that news come up more. Try to reach 
to a common conclusion and present it to other groups.  
Advanced: Oxford debates: Parliament Vs. Government – Which one 
should have more power? Why? Prepare all stages of the Oxford 
debates, coordinate the groups and organize the debates involving all 
participants. Discuss in the end how was the experience? What did they 
learn? What they would do different? etc.  

Understand what is the 
Government, how it 
works and which is the 
connection with the 
parliament 

1 hour 
 
 
2 hours  
 
 
4 hours 

Internet,  

Understanding 
Romania Manual 
http://www.uscourt
s.gov/about-
federal-
courts/educational
-resources/about-
educational-
outreach/activity-
resources/oxford 

4. Educational 
System  

Simple/medium: students will draw on their own piece of paper the 
hierarchy of the Romanian educational system as they understood. 
Afterwards each one will position him/her/self on the level reached, 
drawing the map of their life’s with key moments related to their 
education, and will discuss in pairs what are the differences with their 
home.  Volunteers will share their stories with the whole group.  

 Understanding how the 
Educational system 
works in Romania 

1 hour 
 
 
 
 

Internet,  

Understanding 
Romania Manual  

http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/about-educational-outreach/activity-resources/oxford
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/about-educational-outreach/activity-resources/oxford
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/about-educational-outreach/activity-resources/oxford
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/about-educational-outreach/activity-resources/oxford
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/about-educational-outreach/activity-resources/oxford
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/about-educational-outreach/activity-resources/oxford
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/about-educational-outreach/activity-resources/oxford
http://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/about-educational-outreach/activity-resources/oxford
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Democracy in Romania 

Romania's political framework is a semi-presidential, representative 

democratic republic where the prime minister is the head of government and the 

president is the head of state. Executive power is exercised by the president of the 

republic and the government. Romania has a multi-party system, with legislative 

power vested in the government and the two chambers of parliament: the Chamber 

of Deputies and the Senate. The judiciary is independent of the executive and the 

legislature. Romania's 1991 constitution (amended in 2003) proclaims it a democratic 

and social republic, deriving its sovereignty from the people. According to the 

constitution, “Human dignity, civic rights and freedoms, the unhindered development 

of human personality, justice, and political pluralism are supreme and guaranteed 

values.” 

The constitution provides for a President, a Parliament, a Constitutional Court 

and a separate court system which includes the High Court of Cassation and Justice. 

The right to vote is granted to all citizens over 18 years of age. 

Romania has a multi-party system with numerous political parties, in which a 

sole party often has a chance of gaining parliamentary majority alone, thus parties 

must work together to form coalition governments. The current system was 

established after the Romanian Revolution of 1989 and after the adoption of a new 

constitution in 1991; prior to these events, Romania was a single-party state under 

the ruling of  the Communist Party of Romania. 

Since the early 1990s, Romanian politics saw a gradual decrease in the 

number of parties entering Parliament and a relative consolidation of existing parties 

along ideological lines. Major parties can be roughly grouped into liberal, social 

democratic or conservative “families”. Extremist groups have a relatively low political 

profile in Romania, despite a surge in popularity of far right and Euro-sceptic parties 

across Europe in the 2010s. Party switching (traseism politic) remains an issue, 

however, as corruption does, leading to an overall low level of public trust in political 

parties (12% in December 2014). To counter this perception, the two largest parties 

as of 2015 (the Social Democrats and National Liberals) have initiated a series of 

internal reforms to strengthen their integrity criteria and impose disciplinary sanctions 

on party members investigated or convicted on corruption charges. 
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Trade unions - Union density is relatively high in Romania with between a 

third and a half of all employees in unions, although the figures are very uncertain. 

The structures are fragmented, with five separate confederations, CNSLR-Frăţia, 

BNS, CSDR, CNS Cartel Alfa and Meridian, each with a substantial number of 

affiliated federations. 

There are probably between two million and two-and-a-half million trade 

unionists in Romania, although the figures are not precise. As a result estimates of 

trade union density vary. The unions estimate current density at 48% to 50%, while a 

study published by the employers association UGIR-1903 in 2005 calculated that 

44% of employees were union members in 2002. 

The differences between confederations are in part political – CNSLR-Frăţia 

signed a formal cooperation agreement with the social democratic party in 2008, 

while the BNS has also had links with the PSD in the past. Cartel Alfa’s approach is 

based on a Christian democratic philosophy, although it emphasizes that is “totally 

independent of government or political groups”. There are also some industrial 

differences, with individual confederations being stronger in some industries than 

others. 

The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 

Romania is one of the most important forums for 

representing Romanian businessmen for the last 150 years. 

As a component of the free market economy, the Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry of Romania referred to the 

development of the business environment and also, of 

Romania. 

In this period, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Romania and the 

whole Chamber System have worked for the reconstruction of the Romanian market 

economy for the perspective of the accession to the European Union and to the Euro 

Atlantic structures. 

Elections – electoral system and ways of participation 

The President is elected in a two-round system for a five-year term. If one 

candidate obtains a majority of 50%+1 of all registered voters in the first round, he or 
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she is declared the winner. If none of the candidates achieve this percentage, then a 

run-off is held between the two contenders with the top scores in the first round. The 

candidate who obtains majority of votes in the run-off is declared the winner. 

The Chamber of Deputies (329 seats) and the Senate (136 seats) are 

elected in constituencies, by universal, equal, direct, secret, and freely expressed 

suffrage, on the basis of a list system and independent candidatures, according to 

the principle of closed party list proportional representation.  

To elect the 32 members of the European Parliament (35 MEPs between 

2007 and 2009, 33 between 2009 and 2014), Romania is considered a single 

constituency. The system used is closed party list proportional representation, with a 

5% threshold of the votes. 

Protesting has been at the heart of modern day Romania, with both positive 

and negative outcomes. It was through protests that the communist dictatorship of 

Nicolae Ceausescu was overthrown, and almost one thousand civilians died as a 

result of the Revolution that followed. 

Large scale protests also happened during the second term of Traian 

Basescu as president, and in 2016 after a nightclub caught fire, in which 64 people 

died (this latter event also led to the resignation of the government). 

In February 2017, after a 

controversial law was passed by the 

new social-democrat government in 

the dead of night, some 300000 

people went out in the streets of 

Bucharest and a similar number in 

cities across the country. They stayed 

there for 5 days until the law was 

revoked, marking the largest protest in post-communist Romania and a great 

success for protesting in general. 

Other ways of participation as Romanian citizen are through petitions, 

census, and referendum. 

The way to citizenship 
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By gaining citizenship in Romania one is entitled to all the rights and 

duties associated with the Constitution and the Romanian laws. 

According to Romanian citizenship law, there are three ways to become a 

Romanian citizen. Two of which involve the system of jus sanguinis, (the right of 

blood), meaning that the child becomes a Romanian citizen if he has Romanian 

parents or a Romanian parent. If a child is under 

the age of 14 and is adopted by Romanian 

parent(s) they too are eligible for Romanian 

citizenship. If the child is over the age of 14 their 

consent is required. The third method to obtain 

Romanian citizenship is by the process of 

naturalization. You are eligible to enter this process if you fit into one of the following 

categories: 

• You were born in Romania and currently reside there; 

• You have resided in Romania at least 8 years; 

• You have been married to a Romanian citizen for at least 5 years. 

 

You will also need to satisfy the following requirements and conditions: 

• You are at least 18 years old; 

• You have assured means of existence, i.e. you can support yourself; 

• You have not been convicted for any offense deemed to make you 

“unworthy of being a Romanian citizen”; 

• You can demonstrate proficiency in the Romanian language; 

• You have knowledge pertaining to the constitution of Romania and the 

national anthem.  

Sources:  https://www.justlanded.com/english/Romania/Romania-Guide/Visas-Permits/Naturalization 

  http://www.mediafax.ro/politic/rezultate-finale-bec-alegeri-parlamentare-psd-45-47-la-camera-

deputatilor-si-45-67-la-senat-16029310 

                             https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elections_in_Romania  

                             https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_political_parties_in_Romania 

                             http://www.ziare.com/stiri/proteste/live-cele-mai-mari-proteste-de-dupa-revolutie-100-000-de-

oameni-au-iesit-impotriva-ordonantei-care-ii-scape-pe-corupti-1452206

https://www.justlanded.com/english/Romania/Romania-Guide/Visas-Permits/Naturalization
http://www.mediafax.ro/politic/rezultate-finale-bec-alegeri-parlamentare-psd-45-47-la-camera-deputatilor-si-45-67-la-senat-16029310
http://www.mediafax.ro/politic/rezultate-finale-bec-alegeri-parlamentare-psd-45-47-la-camera-deputatilor-si-45-67-la-senat-16029310
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elections_in_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_political_parties_in_Romania
http://www.ziare.com/stiri/proteste/live-cele-mai-mari-proteste-de-dupa-revolutie-100-000-de-oameni-au-iesit-impotriva-ordonantei-care-ii-scape-pe-corupti-1452206
http://www.ziare.com/stiri/proteste/live-cele-mai-mari-proteste-de-dupa-revolutie-100-000-de-oameni-au-iesit-impotriva-ordonantei-care-ii-scape-pe-corupti-1452206
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Aim: The aim is for the participants to understand how Romania’s democracy and how participation works 

Steps Content Methods/Tools Learning Outcomes 
Required 

time 
Annexes 

1. Understanding 
the concept of 
democracy in 
Romania 

Simple: Students define in their language the terms: democracy; 
participation; political parties; active citizenship; voting system and other 
relevant words. They will represent graphic all those words according to 
what they understood. The teacher verifies the drawings and asks for 
description of that result on a voluntary base. 
Medium: Each student writes a list of all the ways and activities by 
which he or she thinks people can participate in democratic decision-
making processes. 
The students form groups of four. They compare their lists, discuss them 
and try to agree on one list of ways of participating. 
The groups compare their lists of ways of participation with the one on 
the handout studied. 
Advanced: The students will explore the following questions: 
Do you believe that any or all of the above forms of political participation 
are human rights? Should all of them be protected by the law? Explain 
why or why not. 
In what way can you participate in democracy in your country? Are there 
any ways of taking part that are not open to you?  
Should laws also protect the right not to participate? Students discuss in 
small groups and afterwards the teacher will coordinate plenary 
discussions with all.  

Participants have a better 
understanding of the 
democracy concept and 
what does it mean for the 
Romanian citizens. 

2 hours Understanding 
Romania Manual  

Internet 

 

 

 

 

2. Understanding 
how to obtain 
the citizenship 

Simple and medium: Define citizenship; discuss about ways of 
obtaining citizenship in their countries. Discuss about who wants to have 
Romanian citizenship and what does he/she know about it?  
Advanced: Invite as guests, former emigrants which obtained 
citizenship and ask them to explain how this process was for them. 
Students ask questions and receive answers. Afterwards, using a power 
point presentation, explain to the students which is the current legislation 
and what documentation is needed in order to apply for Romanian 
citizenship.  

Students have an image 
about citizenship and how 
to get it, if wanted.  

1 hour Internet 

Understanding 
Romania Manual; 
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Steps Content Methods/Tools Learning Outcomes 
Required 

time 
Annexes 

3.  Understanding 
the political 
parties and 
their interests. 
Learning 
about the 
importance of 
voting 

Simple: Divide the students in 2 groups based on a common opinion. 
Explain that they are in a “party” based on their common interest. Next, 
ask students who prefers strawberry ice cream. While keeping them in 
the same two parties, divide them on the ice cream issue. Explain that 
within parties, some people will have differing opinions on issues, but 
that the bigger issue is what binds them together. The groups will create 
their slogan and a graphic image.  
Medium: Using role play methods, participants are divided in political 
parties and have 1 hour to prepare their presentation for the others on 
the subject: why they should vote for them. Afterwards, students will vote 
for the party they identify with the most. The participants in a political 
party cannot vote for themselves!!! In the end a plenary discussion  on 
the whole process and how the information was assimilated will be 
facilitated by the teacher. 
Advanced: Simulate the Romanian Parliament (if possible organize a 
trip to the Parliament before)  

Students gain an 
understanding of political 
parties, election 
campaigns and the 
importance of voting. 

1 – 2 hr Understanding 
Romania Manual  

http://www.cdep.r
o/pls/dic/site.pag
e?id=127 

 

http://study.com/a
cademy/lesson/ro
le-play-method-
of-teaching-
definition-
benefits.html 

http://www.cdep.ro/pls/dic/site.page?id=127
http://www.cdep.ro/pls/dic/site.page?id=127
http://www.cdep.ro/pls/dic/site.page?id=127
http://study.com/academy/lesson/role-play-method-of-teaching-definition-benefits.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/role-play-method-of-teaching-definition-benefits.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/role-play-method-of-teaching-definition-benefits.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/role-play-method-of-teaching-definition-benefits.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/role-play-method-of-teaching-definition-benefits.html
http://study.com/academy/lesson/role-play-method-of-teaching-definition-benefits.html
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Living in Romania 

Media in Romania – TV, Radio, Newspapers 

Romania has one of the most dynamic media markets in south-eastern 

Europe. TV is the medium of choice for most Romanians. State-owned TVR and the 

private stations Pro TV and Antena 1 highest share viewing rates, however there is a 

large number of smaller, private stations, some of them part of local networks. The 

state broadcaster, TVR, operates a second national network, TVR 2, and a pan-

European satellite channel. Pay TV channels have a smaller but significant audience. 

The public television company Televiziunea Română and the public radio 

Societatea Română de Radiodifuziune cover all the country and also have 

international programs. The private media is grouped in media companies such as 

Intact Media Group, Media Pro, Realitatea-Caţavencu, Ringier, SBS Broadcasting 

Group, Centrul Naţional Media and other smaller independent companies. Cable 

television is widely available in almost all localities, most inhabitants have adopted 

digital television by now. This offers, in addition to national channels, a great number 

of international and specialized channels.  

The first private radio stations appeared in 1990; there are now more than 

100. State-run Radio Romania operates four national networks and regional and 

local stations. BBC World Service is available on 88 FM in the capital, and is relayed 

in Timișoara (93.9), Sibiu (88.4) and Constanta (96.9).FM stations cover most cities 

and most of them belong to national radio networks. The most popular private 

networks are Radio Zu (Intact), Radio 21 (Lagardere), ProFM (CME), Kiss FM 

(ProSiebenSat1), relying mostly on advertisement revenues, and broadcasting 

musical hits, entertainment, and short news bulletins. 

As for newspapers, overall readership is slowly declining due to increasing 

competition from television and the Internet. Tabloids and sport newspapers are 

among the most read national newspapers. In every large city there is at least one 

local newspaper, which usually covers the rest of the county. An Audit Bureau of 

Circulations was established in 1998 and today represents a large number of 

publications. 
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Sports 

Sports in Romania represent an important part of the country's culture. 

Romania has risen to the top in a number of sporting areas in recent decades. For 

sure the most known and beloved sport in Romania is football. The most successful 

club is Steaua Bucharest, who was the first Eastern European side club to win the 

European Cup and the European Supercup in 1986. Other important Romanian 

football clubs are Dinamo, Universitatea Craiova, Rapid and CFR Cluj, each of them 

gaining European success. Romania is one of only four national teams from Europe 

that took part in the first World Cup in 1930. The Romania national football team took 

part in seven FIFA World Cups and had its most successful run during the 1990s, 

when they reached the quarterfinals of the 1994 FIFA World Cup, losing semi-finals 

place against Sweden on the penalty kicks, Romania was ranked third by FIFA in 

1997. Romania participated in the Olympic Games for the first time in 1900 and took 

part in 21 of the 28 summer games. It has been one of the more successful countries 

at the Summer Olympic Games, with a total of 307 medals won throughout the years, 

of which 89 gold ones, ranking 15th overall. Almost a quarter of all the medals and 25 

of the gold ones were won in gymnastics.  

Football is by far the most popular sport in the country. The most 

internationally known Romanian player is Gheorghe Hagi (Photo A), who played for 

Steaua Bucureşti (Romania), Real Madrid, FC Barcelona (Spain), and Galatasaray 

(Turkey), among others. Other famous Romanian players include: Nicolae Dobrin, 

Cornel Dinu, Mircea Lucescu, Anghel Iordănescu, Ladislau Boloni, Silviu Lung, 

Mircea Rednic, Gheorghe Popescu, Dan Petrescu, Miodrag Belodedici, Bogdan 

Stelea, Ioan Lupescu, Helmuth Duckadam, Marius Lăcătuş, Cristian Chivu (photo B) 

and Adrian Mutu. 

                

A © Express de Banat                                                                    B © Express de Banat 
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Romania holds a long tradition in gymnastics, especially in the ladies 

competition. Gymnastics is responsible for the majority of Romania's Olympic 

medals, gold, silver, and bronze. The most famous Romanian gymnast is Nadia 

Comăneci, who was the first gymnast to ever score a perfect 10 at the Olympic 

Games, during the 1976 Summer Olympics. She also won three gold medals, one 

silver, and one bronze, all at the age of fourteen. 

Romania reached the Davis Cup finals three times (1969, 1971, and 1972). 

The most famous Romanian tennis player of all time is Ilie Năstase, presented by the 

Tennis Hall of Fame presents as „the most talented player ever to hold the racquet”. 

He was the only Romanian player to ever achieve the number 1. Other famous men's 

tennis players include Ion Ţiriac and Andrei Pavel. On the women's side, the top 

Romanians include Simona Halep - number one worldwide in 2017. 

Important fact: Oina is a traditional Romanian sport which influenced the 

structure of a game called today baseball.   

Education 

           Education in Romania is based on a free-tuition, egalitarian system. Education 

is regulated and enforced by the Ministry of National Education.  Since the downfall 

of the communist regime, the Romanian educational system has been through 

several reforms. 

Kindergarten is optional under the age of six. Compulsory schooling usually 

starts at age 6, with the „preparatory school year” (clasa pregătitoare), which is 

mandatory in order to enter the first grade. Schooling is compulsory until the tenth 

grade (which corresponds with the age of sixteen or seventeen).  

The school educational cycle ends in the twelfth grade, when students 

graduate the baccalaureate. Higher education is aligned onto the European Higher 

Education Area. In addition to the formal system of education, to which was recently 

added the equivalent private system, there is also a system of tutoring, semi-legal 

and informal. 

The education system of Romania resembles the French education system. 

During the communist era, it was influenced by the Soviet education system 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Education_(Romania)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanian_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanian_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kindergarten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compulsory_schooling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanian_Baccalaureate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Higher_education
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Higher_Education_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Higher_Education_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Private_school
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tutoring
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communist_Romania
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(especially in the 1950s), and it included political propaganda, as well as hours of 

compulsory physical work by school children (usually in agriculture). 

As for higher education, many Universities in Romania adopted the Bologna 

system, while others have specific structure and admission process (like the 

University of Medicine, Law and force order, IT, etc.) 

Gender issues as cross-sector theme 

Promoting equal opportunities for women and men and ensuring full 

enjoyment of all human rights is a priority in Romania. Romania’s non-discrimination 

legislation has been constantly modernized to incorporate the most advanced 

international norms and standards. 

The Romanian Constitution (Article 16) stipulates that all citizens are equal 

before the law and public authorities, without any privileges or discrimination. The 

principle of equality between the sexes is explicitly regulated under Article 4 of the 

Romanian Constitution and in a number of other national regulations. Romania 

boasts a well-articulated and non-discriminatory de jure framework. 

The Law on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men is the only legal 

text providing for the principle of equal pay for work of equal value. Furthermore, it 

explicitly defines and prohibits both direct and indirect discrimination as well as 

sexual harassment.  

Labour market and economical system 

According to data provided by the National Institute of Statistics, Romania 

has 19.76 million inhabitants.  According to the labour force ledger, the active civilian 

population on 1 January 2016 was of 8 776 800, representing 44.4 % of the country’s 

total population. Out of the total active population, 54.1 % were men and 45.9 % 

were women. 

The employed civilian population stood at 8 340 600, of which 5 041 100 

were salaried employees. Most of the employees worked in the services sector (3 

100 200 people), while 1 821 800 persons were employed in the industry and 

construction sector. The number of people employed in agriculture, forestry and 

fisheries was 119 100. In the third quarter of 2016, the employment rate of the 
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working age population (15-64 years old) was 63.1 %, with a higher rate for men 

(71.7 %, compared to 54.4 % for women). 

Two different sets of data concerning the unemployment rate are calculated 

in Romania. The ILO unemployment rate is calculated by the National Institute of 

Statistics (INS) using the definition provided by the International Labour Organization. 

In September 2016, this rate was 5.8 %, according to the monthly INS statistics 

bulletin from January 2017. 

The rate of registered unemployment, determined by the National 

Employment Agency (ANOFM), is calculated on the basis of the number of 

unemployed people registered in the ANOFM database. At the end of December 

2016, this rate was 4.8 %, corresponding to 418 200 registered unemployed persons. 

Romania is divided into eight administrative regions: North-West, Centre, 

North-East, South-East, South-Muntenia, Bucharest-Ilfov, South-West Oltenia and 

West. Each region has certain specific features with regard to its economic structure, 

which is why certain sectors play a predominant role in the development of each 

region. In the North-East and South-West regions, a large share of the population is 

engaged in agricultural activities. The civilian population is employed mainly in 

industry and the construction sector in the West and Centre regions, and in the 

services sector in the Centre, West and Bucharest-Ilfov regions. 

There are also several areas which have significant tourism potential 

(Bucovina in the North-East region, the Black Sea coast and the Danube Delta in the 

South-East region, etc.), and the economic development of these areas is influenced 

also by the use of this potential. 

At the end of December 2016, the highest rates of unemployment were 

recorded in the South-West region (7.9 %) and the North-East region (6.7 %). The 

lowest rates of unemployment were recorded in Bucharest (1.4 %) and the West 

region (2.8 %). 

The main types of businesses on the labour market: companies (limited 

liability companies (SRL), joint-stock companies (SA), partnerships (SNC), simple 

partnerships (SCS), joint-stock partnerships (SCA), sole traders (PFA) and family 

associations). 
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The main categories of employers are multinational companies, profit/non-

profit state-owned companies, private companies and NGOs. According to the 2016 

Coface CEE Top 500 Companies study, the largest companies in Romania in terms 

of turnover are: Automobile Dacia SA, OMV Petrom Marketing SRL, OMV Petrom 

SA, Rompetrol Rafinare SA, Kaufland România, Rompetrol Downstream SRL, British 

American Tobacco Trading SRL, Lukoil Romania SRL, Carrefour România SA, and 

EON Energie România SA. 

Main types of employment contracts: fixed-term or permanent, with full-time 

or part-time working hours. Certain jobs require specific qualifications and/or 

experience.  

Housing  

Low interest rates and an improving economy have caused Romania's 

housing market to grow robustly over the past year.  And there's lots of 

construction.”If I want to develop residential, it is a safe bet. The good news is that 

banks are financing such developments with good terms, so I might have quite a high 

return on my investment,” says Ilinca Paun, Managing Director of Colliers 

International. 

The average selling price of apartments rose by 8.40% (8.56% inflation-

adjusted) to €1,045 (US$ 1,155.98) per square metre (sq. m.) during the year to 

September 2016, based on figures from imobiliare.ro. On a quarterly basis, house 

prices rose by 2.45% (2.81% inflation-adjusted) in Q3 2016. 

-  In Bucharest, the capital, the average selling price of apartments rose by 

5.34% (5.49% inflation-adjusted) to €1,144 (US$ 1,265.49) per sq. m. 

- In Cluj-Napoca, Romania’s second most populous city, apartment prices 

were up by 9.52% (9.68% inflation-adjusted) to €1,231 (US$ 1,361.73) per sq. m. 

- In Timisoara, the average selling price of apartments surged by 10.73% 

(10.88% inflation-adjusted) to €1,022 (US$ 1,130.54) per sq. m.  

Romania's new Fiscal Code was introduced on January 1, 2016. This one 

reduces the standard VAT rate from 24% to 20%, but also simplifies the tax collection 

process, to boost investment and economic growth. There are no restrictions on 
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foreign nationals acquiring dwellings in Romania. Ownership of land is tricky, but 

companies incorporated in Romania as well as resident foreign nationals and non-

resident EU citizens can acquire land. 

Culture and art 

 

The culture of Romania is a unique culture, which is the product of its 

geography and its distinct historical evolution. It is theorized and speculated that 

Romanians, (Proto-Romanians, including Aromanians, Megleno-Romanians, and 

Istro-Romanians) are the combination of descendants of Roman colonists and 

people indigenous to the region who were Romanized. The Dacian people, one of 

the major indigenous peoples of Central and Southeast Europe are one of the 

predecessors of the Proto-Romanians. It is believed that a mixture of Romans, 

Dacians, Slavs and Illyrians are the predecessors of the Romanians, Aromanians 

(Vlachs), Megleno-Romanians, and Istro-Romanians. Romanian culture shares some 

similarities as well with other ancient cultures even outside of the Balkans, such as 

that of the Armenians. 

The most striking thing about Romanian culture is the strong folk traditions 

which have survived to this day due to the rural character of the Romanian 

communities, which has resulted in an exceptionally vital and creative traditional 

culture. Romania's rich folk traditions have been nourished by many sources, some 

of which predate the Roman occupation. Traditional folk arts include wood carving, 

ceramics, weaving and embroidery of costumes, household decorations, dance, and 

richly varied folk music. Ethnographers have tried to collect in the last two centuries 

as many elements as possible: the Museum of the Romanian Peasant and the 

Romanian Academy are currently the main institutions which systematically organise 

the data and continue the research. 

Wood used to be the main construction material, and heavily ornamented 

wooden objects were common in old houses. In Maramureş, wood was used to 

create impressive structures such as churches or gates. To preserve traditional 

houses many village museums have been created in the last century throughout 

Romania, such as the Village Museum in Bucharest, the Traditional Popular 

Civilization ASTRA Museum in Sibiu, or the Oltenian Village Museum in Râmnicu 

Vâlcea. 
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Linen was the most common material for clothing, combined with wool during 

the winter or colder periods. These are embroidered with traditional motifs that vary 

from region to region. Black is the most common colour used, but red and blue are 

predominant in certain areas. Traditionally, men wore a white shirt and pants (if made 

of wool they are called iţari) with wide a leather belt, usually over the shirt, and a vest 

sometimes made of leather and embroidered. 

They wore either boots or a simple shoe made of 

leather and tied around the foot called opincă 

and they wore a hat which differs in design from 

region to region. Women also wore a white skirt 

and a shirt with a vest. They wore an apron 

called şorţ or cătrinţă which is also embroidered 

and a headscarf called basma; on special 

occasions they wore more elaborate outfits. 

Music and dance represent a lively part of the Romanian folklore and there 

are a great variety of musical genres and dances. Party music is very lively and 

shows both Balkan and Hungarian influences. Sentimental music, however, is the 

most valued, and Romanians consider their doina (a sad song either about one's 

home or about love, composed like an epic ballad) unique in the world. The dances 

are lively and are practiced throughout Romania by a large number of professional 

and amateur groups, thus keeping the tradition alive; Hora is one of the most famous 

group dances but men's folk dances such as căluşari are extremely complex and 

have been declared by UNESCO to be „Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible 

Heritages of Humanity” 

The number of cultural events held yearly in Romania has increased over the 

past few years. Medieval festivals held in cities in Transylvania, which combine street 

theatre with music and battle re-enactments to create a very lively atmosphere, are 

some of the most popular events. In theatre, a yearly National Festival takes place, 

and one of the most important international theatre festivals is „The Sibiu Theatre 

Festival”, while in filmmaking, the „TIFF” Film Festival in Cluj, the „Dakino” Film 

Festival in Bucharest and the „Anonimul” Film Festival in the Danube Delta have an 

ever-stronger international presence. In music, the most important event is the 

„George Enescu” Classical Music Festival but also festivals like „Jeunesses 
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Musicales” International Festival and Jazz festivals in Sibiu and Bucharest are 

appreciated. An important event took place in 2007 when the city of Sibiu was, along 

with Luxembourg, the European Capital of Culture. 

While there are great Romanian fine artists, among whom 20th century 

sculptor Constantin Brancusi is probably the most famous, the typical zest for life and 

almost naive optimism that the world is really a beautiful place seem best expressed 

in the traditional art and craft of Romanian peasants, extending even to their 

colourful, unique grave markers.  In the „Merry Cemetery” of Sapanta, bordering 

Ukraine, carved wooden crosses are painted traditional Voronet blue (named for the 

nearby painted monastery) and embellished with fanciful borders, renderings of the 

deceased and often anecdotes of  their lives.  An erstwhile town mayor is 

memorialized with anecdotes of his womanizing ways.  

The most readily recognizable examples 

of Romanian art are the famed painted eggs, 

especially prominent around Easter time.  Painting 

of real eggs was an integral part of preparations 

for this festival of renewal.  Women and children 

gathered in someone's home and spent a day 

painting and gossiping.  Intricate patterns were 

actually secret languages known only to residents of the regions where they were 

painted.  The oldest known were painted with aqua fortis (nitric acid) on a traditional 

red background.    

Works of Brancusi are in various locales, but one of the finest collections is in 

the city of Targu Jiu, in Oltenia province on the southern border of the Carpathian 

Mountains.  „The Endless Column” (Coloana Infinita), „The Gate of the Kiss” (Poarta 

Sarutului), „The Table of Silence” (Masa Tacerii) and „The Alley of Chairs” (Aleea 

Scaunelor) are displayed in the city's main park as indicated by the great sculptor. 

Nearby Horezu is a major centre for ceramics, wood carving and iron forging 

and the Horezu Museum of Art showcases some of the best work  of past and 

contemporary artists. 

Romania has a great diversity of museums preserving every facet of its 

history and arts. Some are small museums, catering to enthusiasts with a taste for 
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special interests such as pharmacy, clocks, railway trains, folk arts and architecture, 

wine making and traditional crafts. Larger museums host regular exhibitions from 

around the world, as well as housing permanent collections of paintings and 

sculptures. Prominent museums include Romania's National Museum of Art, the Art 

Collections Museum, the Village Museum, the Museum of the Romanian Peasant in 

Bucharest, and the Bruckenthal Museum in Sibiu.  

Religion in Romania 

       The Eastern Orthodox Church is the 

largest religious denomination in Romania, 

numbering 16,307,004 according to the 2011 

census, or 81.04% of the population. The rate 

of church attendance is, however, significantly 

lower. Other Christian denominations include 

the Catholic Church (both Latin Catholicism (4.33%) and Greek Catholicism (0.75%–

3.3%)), Calvinism (2.99%), and Pentecostal denominations (1.80%). This amounts to 

approximately 92% of the population identifying as Christian. Romania also has a 

small but historically significant Muslim minority, concentrated in Northern Dobruja, 

who are mostly of Crimean Tatar and Turkish ethnicity and number around 64,000 

people.  

       According to a survey conducted in July 

2015, 96.5% of Romanians believe in God, 

84.4% believe in saints, 59.6% believe in the 

existence of heaven, 57.5% in that of hell, and 

54.4% in afterlife.83% of Romanians say they 

observe Sundays and religious holidays, 74.6% worship when they pass by a church, 

65.6% say they pray regularly, 60.2% state they sanctify their belongings, house, car, 

and 53.6% of Romanians donate regularly to the church. 

 

 

Sources:             https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_of_Romania 

  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sport_in_Romania 

  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_Romania 

  htts://www.gender-equality.webinfo.lt/results/romania.htm 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Media_of_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sport_in_Romania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_Romania
https://www.gender-equality.webinfo.lt/results/romania.htm
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  https://www.imobiliare.ro/indicele-imobiliare-ro , 

  http://www.globalpropertyguide.com/ 

  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture_of_Romania#Traditions 

  http://romaniatourism.com/arts.html 

  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_Romania 

  https://ec.europa.eu/eures/public/en/homepage ,National Employment Agency, Ministry of Labour and 

Social Justice, National Institute of Statistics 
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Aim: The aim is for the participants to understand how it is to live in Romania 

Steps Content Methods/Tools Learning Outcomes 
Required 

time 
Annexes 

1. Understanding 
different types 
of media and 
its role 

Simple: cut a huge cloud from a flipchart paper and write different 
media on it. Students have to write on smaller clouds which they will 
carve themselves, words they believe are associated with media and set 
them around the big cloud. Afterwards, the teacher explains which words 
are connected and why and which words are not. 
Medium: Make groups according to the number of students (3-4/group) 
and each group has to cover in the way the group desires (as TV news, 
newspaper, radio show etc) an imaginary event (in school, festival, food 
market etc). Each group presents the work created. 
Advanced: Media and its influences – Participants are asked to prepare 
a small description of what they know is media in their countries. 
Furthermore, each participant describes one experience had related to 
media (interviews, news, documentary etc). Complementary, students 
should visit a Radio Office or local TV set to understand what is 
happening on the “inside”. 

A better understanding on 
what is media and how it 
works 

2 hours  

Understanding 
Romania Manual 

 

Internet 

 

 

2. Sports, art and 
culture in 
Romania 

Simple: Using power point presentation, the teacher goes slowly 
through the topics, illustrating mostly for a higher impact. Students are 
asked to make a top 5 places they would like to visit in Romania. 
Medium: Using pictures, participants are divided in groups and have to 
mime the sport/artistic/cultural part of the picture, related to the content 
of this manual. Others have to guess. The winning team will be the ones 
who have guessed the most pictures.  
Advanced: The best way to understand about art and culture in 
Romania is for the students to see the places and the art themselves. 
Organize trips to the main location and to as many museums as 
possible.  If not possible, divide participants into groups. Each group will 
organize one cultural, artistic or sportive activity for the other colleagues. 
Each group will be capacitated to organize the workshop and the 
teacher will offer support.    

Learn about sports, arts 
and culture in Romania 

1 hour Understanding 
Romania Manual 

 

Internet 
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Steps Content Methods/Tools Learning Outcomes 
Required 

time 
Annexes 

3.  The Labour 
market and 
the economic 
system in 
Romania; the 
housing 
situation. 
 

Simple: each participant makes a list with the employers from Romania 
they know. After, they will be grouped in 3 and start comparing lists. In 
the end, the teacher makes a common list with all the employers the 
participants found.  
Each student describes their house in words or by drawing. Afterwards, 
in peers, participants discuss about how they will like to have the house, 
the room.  
Medium: students are asked to take 30 minutes and reflect on what 
they would like to work in Romania in the future and why. After, each 
student receives a circle shaped paper divided with the pencil in 4 pies. 
Each pie has something different written like: What are my qualities? 
Which are my floss? At what I am good? At what I am not good? Each 
student writes his/her name on the side of the paper and passes it over 
randomly. Students have to write about other students what they think, 
having those 4 topics, anonymously. In the end, each student receives 
its own paper and can see what qualities others see in them and having 
a different perspective, students reflect again on what they would like to 
work in the future.  
Advanced: Students are taught how to create their own Europass online 
CV and what are other tools to ensure the recognition of the 
competences and experiences gained. Simulate an interview in different 
domains, using role-play.  

Understanding the 
Labour market and 
economical system in 
Romania; housing 
situation 
 

1 – 2 hours Understanding 
Romania Manual 

 

Internet 
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